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The most significant events over the last three months 

of the year have centred on the Sewage Works 

entrance, In early December fly tippers gained access 

to the site by forcing the gate and tipped a load of 

leylandii waste some distance on site. On the 4th and 

8th December two more loads were tipped by the wood 

store, this time the lock was removed totally. A meeting 

was held on site with the Estate, Thames Water, 

Silchester PC and HCC rights of way and a decision 

was taken to erect a new more secure gate and in the 

meantime not to lock the gate as we did not want the 

gate damaged beyond repair so the cattle could 

escape. On 12th December another load was tipped but 

this time just outside the Sewage Works gate. At 

around this time there was also a few days when quad 

bikes and motorcycles caused a nuisance nearly 

running people down. In a separate incident on 

Christmas Day a 10m section of chain link fencing was 

stolen from the southern section of the Sewage Works 

and the cattle escaped into this area; luckily they were 

contained here and the fence was secured. The new 

gate will be erected as soon as possible in the new year  

and hopefully we can then contain this situation. 

On the wildlife front things were very quiet on site 

except for good numbers of red admirals on the wing. 

The winter visitors started arriving on 9th October with a 

big influx of redwings and blackbirds with fieldfares 

following on 1st November.  

Volunteers put in 156 work days during the 3 months a 

great effort and bringing the total workdays for the year 

to an impressive 561. Virtually all this effort was put into 

coppicing in various locations around the site. It is 

astonishing to realise that the Friday group started in 

April 2012 and in just six years have become the 

mainstay of our management work on site and the work 

that they have achieved in 2017 is equivalent to two full 

time members of staff, so well done and a big thank you 

to all our volunteers. 
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